
NEWS UPDATE JANUARY 2020

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic 
Primary School in Carisbrooke 
and Lanesend Primary School 
in Cowes are taking on  School 
Therapy Ability Dogs.  They are 
following in the footsteps of 
Northwood Primary School with 

Betty, an 18 month old yellow Labrador and more 
recently, Brighstone Primary School who have a 
Cockapoo puppy called Tango. They are all owned 
and live with the schools’ Head Teachers. 
 
These School Therapy Ability Dogs, Cookie and 
Daisy, are part of our growing ‘Own Trained 
Programme’.  They come along to our Own Trained 
puppy classes and we help with the training in 
school.  It’s not all work as there is lots for time for 
puppy fun.
 
Cookie and Daisy are both 
Australian Labradoodles.  This 
is a new breed for the charity 
and we will be watching their 
progress with interest. We 
have taken on five puppies 
in January 2020.   Dougal 
and Abbie joined our Ability 
Dog training team.  Rosie is 
Michelle’s puppy being trained 
for her disabled son, Evan, 
who has an allergy to dogs.   

Help with Dog Phobia

Ability Dogs 4 Young People continues 
to offer one-to-one help for disabled 
children whose fear of dogs severely 
affects their lives.  We work at their 
pace, with ‘no surprises’ to gain their 
confidence around dogs.  Firstly with 
Gibson, our smallest Therapy Ability Dog and then 
with other dogs.  We introduce the dogs calmly and 
have had good results.  Please contact us if you 
would like our help.

Australian Labradoodles were bred by Australian Guide Dogs 
to help guide blind people who are allergic to dog hair.  The 
parent breeds of the Australian Labradoodle are Poodle 
(Standard, Miniature, Toy), Labrador Retriever, Irish Water 
Spaniel, Curly Coat Retriever, American Cocker Spaniel 
and English Cocker Spaniel.  They are calm, trainable dogs, 
hopefully ideal Ability Dogs.

Therapy Ability Dog for St Thomas of Canterbury Primary School
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What is an Australian Labradoodle?
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Excerpt from St Thomas of Canterbury’s information leaflet—please 
ask if you would like a copy.
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Brandy 
Brandy started working with Amie in March last 
year when he was 2.5 years old.  Amie is now 30 
years old.  She has cerebral palsy and uses an 
electric wheelchair much of the time.  She lives 
independently with the help of a team of PA’s.  
 
After the initial training with Amie, Brandy moved 
in so we could cover the rest of the training from 
home with the full team of PA’s.  It was a big learning 
curve for everyone.  Having an intelligent Ability Dog 
around can be hard work.  Like most Labradors, he 
is an opportunist and everyone has had to learn not 
to leave food around!  
 

One of Amie’s goals was to be able 
to go out and about on her own.  
She and Brandy have been learning 
safe, wheelchair friendly routes from 
home to Newport shops and back.  
She is able to go to the pharmacist 
and collect her prescription and 
meet a friend in the café without a 
PA (with Brandy of course).  Also, 
Brandy helps her take off her coat 
and picks up things she drops.
 

This new found independence is helping Amie to 
feel a lot happier and she is looking forward to 
achieving many more challenges.  Amie has now set 
herself a goal to walk three times round the Training 
Centre sometime this year to raise money for Ability 
Dogs 4 Young People.
 
Amie says, “Myself and Brandy made it all the way 
to Newport all by ourselves to meet Louise.  Thank 
you Brandy for giving me a new zest for life!”
 
Recently she wrote on Facebook, “Had the best 
day!  Myself and Brandy went down to pick up 
my tablets and also went to Sainsbury’s on our 
own!  Then Brandy helped me take my coat off 
independently.  He is such a clever boy!”

Luna 
Luna started 
working with Isabelle 
in May last year, 
just before she 
was 2 years old.  
Isabelle is 23 years 
old and is studying 
marine biology 
at Southampton 
University.  Isabelle 

has sudden blackouts, which has meant she 
was worried about going anywhere on her own.  
However, with Luna by her side, she now feels 
much happier travelling on her own.
 
Luna has quickly won the hearts of everyone at the 
university.  She goes with Isabelle to lectures and 
waits patiently when she is in the lab.  The university 
offered to buy her some special boots so that 
she does not risk being cut by any broken glass.  
However, they have, instead, decided that a better 
option is to clean up all the labs to make them safe.  
They have involved the students in this who now, 
happily, are more careful to immediately clear up any 
broken test tubes.
 
Luna will have an SOS pocket on her jacket, so 
people will know what to do if Isabelle needs help 
when she is out.  We are also going to train her to 
push a button to alert Isabelle’s family 
if she needs help.
 
Isabelle says, “Luna, my scooter 
and I made it down to the beach 
by ourselves for the first time 
yesterday!  She’s already helping my 
independence so much because I can 
be more confident about being ok if I 
collapse.  It’s a very new and very nice 
feeling to think I can just decide to go 
out somewhere like that!”t

Our Working Ability Dogs
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Tammy 
Just before Christmas, we placed 
another Ability Dog.  Tammy is 
helping a young lady who has 
autism as a result of bleeds on 
her brain.  The most recent of 
these caused her to lose her 
sight and she now uses a white 
stick.  Tammy provides Kate with 
confidence when walking so she 
no longer feels the need to hold 
her mum’s arm.
 

This is an interesting placement and we did help 
Kate explore the option of having a guide dog.  
However Guide Dog’s requirements are that Kate 
walks without a white stick and that she goes out on 
her own.  As this was not what she wanted to do, 
we matched her with Tammy who is able to calm 
Kate’s anxieties.
 
Kate and her mum love to walk and are really 
enjoying taking Tammy out everywhere with them.  
She helps Kate feel comfortable when they go 
shopping and into cafes.  Tammy sits with Kate 
when her mum goes into appointments at the 
hospital.  As Kate is blind, being left on her own was 
very stressful, but now she relaxes because she 
has Tammy with her.  She has really helped Kate do 
more already. 

Ability Dog puppies
We welcomed Trevor, Bonnie and Dylan to Ability 
Dogs 4 Young People in June last year.  They are all 
doing well with their training.  
 
In October we also welcomed two female yellow 
Labradors called Pippa and Kezi.  They were 
born two weeks apart.  Pippa differs from our 
previous Labradors as her breeding is from show 
lines, instead of working lines like Kezi.  Generally 
Labradors from working lines are more energetic 
and show lines are calmer, so we are looking 
forward to seeing how Pippa develops.

Kezi was named by Nikki in memory of Keziah Flux-
Edmonds.  Keziah’s mum, Nikki gave the charity 
a generous donation of £1,203 on Keziah’s 10th 
birthday to mark the number of days since Keziah 
was tragically killed.  Keziah always loved dogs and 
her favourite soft toy was a dog she called Wilson. 

Time on your hands?
We have a variety of interesting volunteer opportunities.  
We rely on help from our volunteers across the range of 
our charitable activities.  The dedication and contribution 
of our volunteers was recognised in 2018 when we 
received The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service; the 
MBE for Volunteer Groups.
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Last year we were extremely fortunate to receive a 
significant Legacy.  We decided to use this money 
to improve our Training Centre.  We also sought and 
were awarded some grant funding which allowed us 
to start a Training Centre Makeover project.
 
Our Training Centre is pivotal for the charity’s 
activities.  It is used for everything from puppy 
and recipient training, Paws 4 U sessions for the 
disabled young people on our waiting list, dog 
phobia work, to administration and fundraising. 
 
The Training Centre is an old aircraft hangar built in 
1970.  The original roof and wall cladding had failed 
and leaked.  The insulation was very thin and the 
original hangars doors let in the wind and rain. 
 
Since we moved in five years ago, we have 
upgraded the Training Centre to a basic standard.  
We have replaced all the windows and doors which 
were single pane, cracked and dangerous.  We 
resurfaced the car park to enable wheelchair access 
and installed wheelchair accessible kitchen and 
toilet facilities.  We have also secured an extension 
to the lease from its original 10 years to 30 years.
 

The makeover project is upgrading our Training 
Centre to provide a waterproof, weather-tight 
building that can be heated with improved 
provisions for wheelchair access including a lift and 
external escape stairs.  Large open areas are being 
sub-divided to provide additional rooms for offices, 
treatment and meeting rooms and storage.  Once 
these works are complete, the Training Centre will 
be more comfortable for everyone involved, and 
will be a safer and healthier environment for staff, 
volunteers and disabled children and young people.
 
Work started in September managed by ImpHouse, 
an Island Company.  ImpHouse and their 
contractors have done a first class job, and they 
have worked hard to allow us to continue to operate 
at the centre.
 
We still have some work outstanding which is 
not yet funded including the heating system and 
flooring. We are applying for other grants to cover 
the final phases of the project.  

The photos below show the ‘before’ and ‘after’. 
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The Training Centre Makeover

We are extremely grateful to the late Christopher Russell and his wife who left us the legacy. We would also like to 
thank Island Roads IW Foundation for awarding us £16,000 for the lift, the Adrian Swire Charitable Trust for £20,000, 
the Wolfson Foundation for £30,000 and the Leathersellers Company Charitable Trust for £2,300. 




